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b to Raben Douglas ol Cru 


Sope - boiler in Leith. 


| HAT after a long and tedious Proceſs of Aliment carried on at wy Inſtance 
| againſt my Husband, wherein there was a Probation adduced of my Mal- 
| treatments, your Lordſhips, upon the 24th of February laſt, Found me 
led to a ſeparate aAliment, aud in the mean Time modified the Sum of Forty Pounds 
terling of interim Aliment, whereof —_— Pounds to be paid me out of the firſt 
and readieſt of the Rents of Cruikſtoun; and impowered me, by way of Roup, to ſet 
#he Sope-work, Brewery, aud other Houſes in Leith 4. to my Husband, for a 
Tear, to the hi 5 444 E. and ordained the other Tuent) Pounds to be paid me out 
of the Rents of the ſa 


id Houſes; and decerned in the above Terms, and'againſt the Te- 
#ants of the ſaid Lands and Houſes, for ——— of the ſaid Sums, | 
This Decreet I extracted; and in conſequence thereof, upon the Day of 
March laſt, being a Sunday, I cauſed, in the uſual Manner, placade upon the moſt 
4 Door of the South-Kirk of Leith, an Advertiſement containing your Lord- 
ips Interlocutor, and intimating the Setting of the Houſes by way of Roup, and 
that upon Thurſday thereafter, being the roth Day of the ſaid Month of March, 


betwixt the Hours of Two and Four in the Afternoon, in the Houſe of Walter Scot 


Vintner there, which has been a publick Tavern theſe Fifty Years. Accordingly 
James Walker the Town Clerk-depute of Leith, and Procurator-fiſcal to the Court, 


e Urquhart the Crier of the Proceſs, and who placaded the Church-door, 


the Proceſs, will * 


rying on this Proceſs, by his Willu 


and put Tickets upon the reſpective Houſes, and I. with ſeveral Witneſſes, atten- 
ded io thy Miu hav: TN Av 1 WO LN Four; and no Duily compearing, 1 


took Inſtrnments in the ſaid James Walker Notar- publick and Clerk to the Roup his 
Hands, as the ſame, with the Execution of Roup duly ſubſcribed by him, lying in 


Finding that Mr. Douglas had kept the ſaid Houſes waſte ever fince. the Com- 


mencement of my Proceſs of Aliment, and taken the Cuſtody of the Keys of the 


ſaid Houſes, and ſtopt any Body from taking the ſame A Threatnings, I gavein a 
Petition to the Magiſtrates of Leith, narrating your Lordſhips Interlocutor, and cra- 
ving that the Magiſtrates would make the Doors open and patent, that Tenants 
might enter thereto. The Baillies, upon the 29th of the ſaid Month of Marth, 
Ordered the ſame to be intimate to Mr. Douglas, and he to be required to deliver up. 
eys, in the Terms of the Petition. Accordingly there was a Proteſt taken a- 


the 
. gain him, in the Abbay, upon the 3 iſt of the ſaid Month; and thereafter, upon 
the 


ad of pri 1726, the Magiſtrates granted the Deſire of my Petition, as the 
ſame herewith produced bears, | | 
By vertue of the foreſaid Interlocutor of the Baillies, I got Acceſs to the Houſes ; 
but finding them all in Diſrepair, I employed Deacon Campbell Wright in. Leith to 
repair the ſame, and fell about the ſetting of them to = I could prevail upon to 
take them, and particularly to the Perſons after-mentioned : But Mr. Douglas came 
himſelf in Perſon, quarrelled Deacan — — tor repairing, and took the Keys from 
the Perſons I had ſet them to, and turn'd them and Workmen out of Doors; and 
after that, no Body would look near-hand them, | 


Mr. Donglas having thus diſappointed me of ſetting of the Houſes, and con- 


temn'd your Lordſhips Authority, I waited pationtly till the 1ſt of June, and then 
I gave in a Petition to your Lordſhips, repreſenting the above Fatts, and craved 


that your Lordſhips would allocate upon the Lands of Craikfown the other 20 I. 


that were given me out of the Rents of the Houſes when ſet, and to decern Mr, 
Donglas in a certain Sum for my * | being reduced to great Neceſſity in ear- 
and obſtinate Oppolition, To which Anſwers 

being given in by Mr. Douglas, differing widely from the Facts above ſer forth, 
- | _ | your 


* 
— 
— 


ſhould anſwer to G OD, 


for which he was to pay 9 L. Scots; That he having entre 


of in the Clerk's Hands, your Lordſſ ips wi 


3 


your Lordſhips did remit to the Lord Nimmergham Ordinary ſummarly, to enquire 
into the Facts of my Petition, and to report. OT | | 5 
— 54 I did produce before your Lordſhips the above-mentioned Interlo- 
cutor of the Baillies, and the Inſtrument taken againſt Mr. Douglas to deliver up the 
Keys, with the Inſtrument of Intimation and Execution of the Roup ; and addu- 
ced the following Witneſſes, vis, Mungo Campbell Wright, who deponed, Tas he 
being imployed by me to repair ſome of the Loſs and Windows thereof, My. Doug- 
las came to him and threatned him, That if be pretended to repair any of the Houſe: 
belonging to him, that they two ſhould not live in one Town ; and that after that the 
Deponent would never call a Nail in theſe Houſes, And this was the Truth, as be 
William Brown Gardener in Leith deponed, That five Weeks before Whitſunday 
he took a laigh Room in the Ground. ſtory from Mys. Douglas, of an Houſe in Leith, 
d the Houſe ſometime be- 
fore the Term for repairing it, it being a waſte Houſe, My. Douglas the Defender 
come to the Houſe, and told him, he was to have no Houſe there, and took the - Key of 
the Door from him; and defired him to come ont, and told bim, neither he nor Mrs. 
— * ſhould have that Houſe. \ «And this was the Truth, as be ſhould anſwer to 


60 | 


I could have adduced ſeveral other Witneſſes for proving his A againſt 
every Perſon that ſhould venture to take the Houſes from me, vis. Mr. Robert 
Fullarton Comptroller in Leith, Baillie Matthiſon, and ſeveral others; but I have 
been ſo exhauſted with Expences in carrying on this Proceſs, that I have not 
wherewith to ſubſiſt my ſelf: And I humbly conceive, what I have repreſented 
in my Petition, vis. ſtopping. me from ſetting and repairing of the Houſes, 


is — made appear; from which, and the unaccountable Management of my 
Husband, 


who ſtays in the eAbbay without any. Cauſe, and has theſe 5 Years and 
upwards neglected to ſet his Tenements and others in Leith, which would give 
— _ "_ — a Year, it = hoped !your Lordſhips. will eaſily ſee how 
1 am entitled to have my | MN 
” Mr. Douglas has thought fit Tete TSP my wella i api e ſet- 
ting of the Houſes, as being done in a clandeſtine Manner, and in a pitiful Ale- 
houſe. This js advanced, of Deſign to — me to a new Proof, and to weary me 
out of my Claim: But, from what ſis alrea 4 ſaid, and from the Vouchers there- 


eaſily ſee how groundleſs it is. 
Then he alledges, That William" Brows the Deponent knew nothing of the Roup ; 


and that his — Reparations were his filling up of ſome ſmall Holes in 
the Floor, wi 
Place would occaſion the Sugary to be waſte ; and that this was long before the 


ere there were three : boiling Caldrons; and the}ſetting of that 


Term of Whitſunday. | | | | | 
It may be very true, that William Brown knew Nothing of the Roup; for it was, 
after the Roup and the Tickets were put on the Houſes, he came and took this low 


Houſe, which is no Part of theSoperie, unleſs Mr. Douglas ſay that all his laigh 
Houſes in Leith are a Part of it: And-*tis as true, that there was no Manner: of 


Furniture in the Houſe, nor had been for many Years before, and that it was in-Diſ- 
repair, appears to this Day. At, > Cs ney gs 
As to Mungo Campbell the Wright, he fays, That he had taken away ſome 


Dales of his. may, eſo, but if he did, it Was only to repair, Mr, Doygals's own 
Houſes. As to m 


being in Poſſeſſion of Cleugb's Land, yout Lordſhips would be 
pleaſed to know that Fart; | William Brown of Dalgonrie left me a Legacy of 7000 


Merks excluſive of my Husband's jus mariti. Mr. Douglas my Husband made ſe- 


veral Attempts upon me to give it to him which I refuſing,he began to uſe me a very 
harſh & unbecoming Manner, and neglected both me and his Family. I, finding that 
my Peace would be broke if IL ſhould diſoblige him, & I who had born him 15 Chil- 
dren, and lived with him 34 Years as his married Wife, in a very creditable Manner, 


complied with his Demand, and gave him frankly my. Legacy, vis 5000 Merks 


thereof to himſelf, to the Paytnent of his Dehts, or to be diſpoſed upon as he 
thought fit; and of the other 2000 Merks, I gave one to his eldeſt Son - iam, and 
the other to his ſecond Son Robert, who had never gotten a Groat ſtom him; asd 


free Profit out of his Sope-work, as he frequently uſed to ſay, he 


| Item, The Brewer, Malt-barn and Kiln, as a ſufficient Tenant offered 


in Lieu thereof, he aſſigned me to the Rents of a Tenement in Leith, called 
Cleugb's Land, during my Lite, and obliged himſelf to repair the ſame, and make 


it in a tenantable Condition, it being then ruinous. He no ſooner got the Money, 


but he intirely deſerted me and his Family, and neglected to repair that Tenement, 
which forced me to imploy Workmen: And the Account of Reparations which 
were formerly produced in my Proceſs of Aliment before the Lord Ordinary, 

amounts to 46. Lib. Sterling; and all the Rent which the Tenement produced is 103 
Lib. 10 ſh. Scots per «Annum, out of which the publick Burdens and others are to be 


| deduced, and the free Rent is ſequeſtred for Payment of the Workmen, whoſe 


Payment will not be compleated for five Years to come; and for the Annualrent of 
the 2000 Merks which I gave to his Children, they are not in Condition to pay me. 


And this is the true Fact; fo your Lordſhips will eaſily judge how I can be ſubſiſted 


out of that Fund. To my great Grief, my Husband has ſquandred away that Money 
with People who (hall be nameleſs, and who has ruined the Peace of our Family, 
deſerted me, and has left me and his Family deſtitute. „„ 
He next inſiſts, That the Lands of Cruihſton is the only Fund which he has to 
ſubſiſt himſelf upon; and if I ſhould get the haill 40 L. out of that Subject, there 
would be little behind. Mr. Douglas has forgot, that, even during the Currency. 


of this preſent Proceſs, I made it appear, that he had it in his Power to have of 


yearly Income 224 L. 11 ſh. beſides 260 L. in Moveables : But he forgets all 
this, or at leaſt conceals it, and pleads Poverty. Beſides, when Mr. Douglas was 
in good Humor, and thought fit to mind his Buſineſs, he made ee Merks of 
— the only 
Sope-boiler in this Part of Scotland, and, I may ſafely ſay, underſtood it beſt : 
But now he has diſmiſt his Servants, and allowed the whole Materials for Sope- 
— to BO toRuin; ſo he, and not I, muſt ſuffer, | 
He ſays, I have no Children to take Care of. . 1 
It is very true, the moſt of his Children are now diſperſt,] and very ill taken 
Care of: Six of them were a Burden upon me for more than a Twelvemonth, till 
the Management was by 2 Lordſhips Authority taken out of Mr. Donglas's 
Hands; and the youngeſt Two are ſtill a Burden upon me, one of which Children, 
Viz. Archibald, had 3000 Merks of Patrimony left _ Grandfather, which his 
Father has uplifted : He hath indeed put him to an 
Burden of furniſhing him with Clothes, as may be ſeen by Mr. Allardice Merchant 
his Accounts in Proceſs. And for the other, ſhe hath neither Patrimony nor daily 
Proviſion, but depends wholly on me, and has done ſo theſe three Years; 9 | 
Upon the Whole, ſince he has obſtructed the Setting of the Houſes, and wil- 
fully keeps them waſte, nothing can be more reaſonable than that I ſhould have 
my haill Aliment modified to me out of the Lands of Cruikſton. 


Inventary of the Lands and Eſtate of Robert Douglas in Leith. 
| = | Sterling. 


Imprimis, HE Sugary-houſe in Leith, lately poſſeſs'd by Richard IL. 5. 4. 
5 Murray and Company, paid of yearly Rent 1731 


| lately to him "LO 0 - 25 0 0 
Item, The Sopery | 5 9% © © 
Item, The adjacent Houſes thereto - - 14 0 0 
Item, The Houſes in the Canongate He - 25 0 6: 
Item, His Houſes, Coble, Yards, Shops, and others at SiJler-dikes 235 © 6 
ſtem, The Lands of Crook/toun, preſently ſet at — F 
. | 7 | | 224 11 © 
And this beſide 263 L. in Moveables, vis, In fine Oil, Salt, and Tree, | 
owing by Archibald Hamilton, Timber in the Buſh of Leith, Lees for 
making Sope Oc. all which has been lying in Proceſs ſince Co- 
mencement of this very Proceſs 263 0 6 


Beſides; he has 200 L. Sterling juſt now to uplift out of the Lands in 
Reftalrig: = OE 


pprenticeſhip, but I have the 


3 


— 


" 


, 


Cx on. 


* 


— 3 
2 


o 


_— CO 


> * 


+ 
o 
7 
* 
* 
4 
X } 
g | 
{ 
[ * 
) 
? 
/ 
/ 
- 
1 
. 
= 
* on 
4, 


